Candragupta 1

Johannes Bronkhorst

Section de langues et civilisations orientales

Université de Lausanne

Anthropole 4118

CH-1015 Lausanne

johannes.bronkhorst@unil.ch
CANDRAGUPTA MAURYA AND HIS IMPORTANCE FOR INDIAN HISTORY

Candragupta Maurya was a ruler who attracted the attention of Professor P. L.

Bhargava already in his youth, and again 60 years later, at the advanced age of 86

years. Candragupta Maurya remains a key figure in the history of India. A renewed

discussion of his political attainments and of the sources that inform us about him and

his empire allows us to gain a deeper insight into the forces that have shaped Indian

political and cultural history, both at that time and during the centuries that followed

his rule.
